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Mark 10:46-52 

Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were 

leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 

When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son 

of David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out 

even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call 

him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is 

calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus 

said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My 

teacher, let me see again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” 

Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 

 

You know, there are some weeks where things seem to pile up to a point where they become 

overwhelming.  This past week was one of those for me.  It almost seems in our world today that we 

have become desensitized, but then, at least for me the dam breaks.  Bombs being sent through the mail, 

synagogues being shoot up, a spectacle of a Supreme Court nomination hearing, a caravan of people 

approaching our border demanding to be received, a newspaper reporter lured into an embassy in order 

to be murdered.  And the thing is that this is really nothing new.  Two years ago a baseball practice of 

elected officials in Washington DC shot up, repeated school shootings, nightclub massacres, A bible 

study in Charleston.  These and so much more, all simmering and arising from a context of a public 

rhetoric of a dysfunctional and divided world. 

 

And we probably need no more evidence of our struggle than the thoughts probably going through our 

heads right now.  It’s his fault or her fault. It’s this party’s fault, it’s that party’s fault.  It is this group or 

that group.  It is Israel’s fault or the Palestinians’ fault.  It’s capitalism and big corporations or it’s 

socialism and big government. 

 

And in the midst of all the dysfunction we hear this morning from Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, who puts 

it all into perspective with some of the most significant and powerful words in all of Scripture.  

Comparable to Peter’s proclamation, “You are the Messiah.”  As powerful as Thomas’s, “My Lord and 

my God”.  And Bartimaeus right up there with them.  “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”   
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The interesting, and unfortunate, thing with Bartimaeus is that he so often gets relegated to the obscurity 

of one of those ancient biblical stories that speak of miraculous events that we really don’t understand.  

And so, we tend to skip right past the significance of what Bartimaeus does and how he speaks to us and 

what his words and actions can mean for the world.   

 

It’s just another one of those healing the blind story.  We’ve already seen Jesus do that.  So, let’s get to 

the next part of the story.  You see what happens, in getting caught up in the miracle, in only the 

miracle, as significant as it is; we can potentially get blocked from receiving more, from going deeper.  

So, I want us to get to know Bartimaeus a little better.   

 

The first two aspects of Bartimaeus are pretty obvious from the story.  First, there is Bartimaeus, the 

blind man...the man not able to see.  He is a man that is not able to experience the fullness of the reality 

around him.     

 

Second there is Bartimaeus, the beggar.  He’s a man that, because of his limitation, his lack of the ability 

to fully experience and know the truth and reality around him, sits at the side of the road, depending on 

the generosity of others for his very existence.  So, this is how we typically know Bartimaeus, a blind 

beggar to whom Jesus gives sight. 

 

If we were, however, to stop there, at Bartimaeus, the blind beggar, we would be just scratching the 

surface of this person and his broader witness to us.  If, however, we were to embrace this story more 

completely, I think we’ll experience a deeper understanding of Bartimaeus, and God, and the message 

for us from both. 

 

So, we know Bartimaeus the blind beggar.  But how about Bartimaeus, the evangelist?  Listen again to 

part of Verse 47, “…he began to shout and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David…’”.  It would be like one of us 

going to downtown Helena, right on Last Chance Gulch, or maybe even better, New York City and 

shouting in the middle of Times Square, “Jesus, Holy and Anointed One” or “Jesus, the Messiah”.  You 

see Son of David was a very specific title.  It was a title that would only be used for the expected 

Messiah.  Bartimaeus, the evangelist, says to all those around him, all those who could hear him, that 

Jesus was indeed the Messiah.  Bartimaeus, the evangelist, who shows those around him in whom he 

places his trust. 

 

And then there is Bartimaeus, the courageous.  In the midst of his plea, those around him sternly ordered 

him to be quiet.  In order to understand Bartimaeus better, we have to remember that this was not a 

society based on rugged individualism like our country.  It took great courage for Bartimaeus to 

continue in the face of the reaction of the crowd.  It was especially courageous considering that he 

depended on their generosity for his very existence.  Bartimaeus, the courageous person, who was 

willing to place his welfare, his existence, on the line by proclaiming that Jesus was who they had been 

waiting for. 
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And there’s Bartimaeus, the expectant and the persistent.  In the face of rebuke; in the face of 

confrontation, he calls out again and again.  He knows something that enables him to focus on the 

person to whom he calls, and not on the crowd…not the world around him, but on the person to whom 

he calls… expecting that he will receive a response, and then to persevere when a response doesn’t come 

immediately. Bartimaeus, the expectant and the persistent, who is willing to pursue Jesus. 

 

And there is Bartimaeus, the excited responder.  In hearing that Jesus had called him, he threw off his 

cloak, sprang to his feet and ran to Jesus.  This is not someone who was hesitant.  When the call came, 

his response was immediate and without reservation. 

Bartimaeus, the excited responder, who was ready, willing and able when the call came. 

 

And there was Bartimaeus, the faithful and bold petitioner.  When asked what it was that he wanted 

Jesus to do for him, he placed his desire right at Jesus’ feet.  He didn’t turn away.  Rather he trusted that 

Jesus would act on his behalf.  He put his faith into action, and then trusted Jesus.  Bartimaeus, the 

faithful and bold petitioner. 

 

And then there was Bartimaeus, the person with renewed sight.  The person whose eyes had been 

opened to the truth and a way of life that makes all things new.  This new person who had been made 

complete, whole, and well.  This person who, having been made well, was told by Jesus to go and be 

that new and complete person that he now was.  Bartimaeus, the person with new sight, the person who 

could now see. 

 

And finally, there was Bartimaeus, the follower of Jesus.  The person, who having been made whole and 

sent back into the world with a new chance to embrace all that the world could offer, all that he had not 

been able to embrace before, turned and followed Jesus.  Bartimaeus, the follower of Jesus. 

 

You see, if we limit ourselves to reading just another story about a blind man healed by Jesus or if we 

see Bartimaeus as simply a blind, beggar who happened to be in the right place at the right time, we miss 

alot.  Which brings me to the one additional aspect of who Bartimaeus is to us now.  That is Bartimaeus 

the role model or Bartimaeus the example for the world.   

 

In response to this story, and the in the midst of the world’s dysfunction, I think that we all need to 

recognize the Bartimaeus that is in each of us.  We need to recognize that the blindness that makes it 

impossible for us to fully experience and fully know God’s truth, starts with us.  But Bartimaeus shows 

us that, through faith, we can get a sight and a vision that transcends our human limitations and 

dysfunctions.   
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And with Bartimaeus’ help, we need to also recognize that as strong and self-reliant that we so often 

think we are, we, like Bartimaeus, are really humble beggars dependent on God’s mercy, God’s grace, 

and God’s sustenance for the fullness of personal life and the healing of a troubled world.   

 

If we are to fully embrace the truth that God has for us and the life that we are called to live in our day, 

we probably need to seriously consider embracing all the other attributes that Bartimaeus shows us.  

Don’t we need to be willing to tell those around us who Jesus is?  Like Bartimaeus, don’t we need to be, 

dare I say it, evangelists?   Aren’t we all are called to live out our witness with Christ-like lives that 

bring people together.   

 

And are we not also called to be courageous?  I mean, let’s face it; we are surrounded by many in a 

world that would sternly command us to keep quiet.  They would tell us that Faith is a private thing.  

How dare we “impose” ours on others?  It takes courage to lovingly, to lovingly, live out our faith 

openly and deliberately.  It takes courage to put our comfort and even our existence on the line.  It takes 

courage to invite people to come to church in hopes that they too might come to know our friend Jesus 

and through that change the conversation in the world. 

 

And when we call on Jesus in faith and humility, like Bartimaeus did, shouldn’t we be expectant and 

persistent and then, when the call comes, shouldn’t we be excited responders with bold petitions, 

heartfelt intercessions, and sincere thanksgivings?   

 

And finally, as a new world is shown to us through the new vision that God gives, shouldn’t we embrace 

that new world in the same way that Bartimaeus did, by following Jesus? 

 

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on us.”  Powerful words. They’re powerful words that go along with a 

powerful witness from a humble man.   

 

They are words that invite us to live Bartimaean lives by being expectant, persistent, bold, and generous 

followers with the courage and trust to proclaim Christ, through word and action, to everyone that God 

puts in our path.  They are words that start in each of our hearts, that will then spread to, and heal, a 

world in desperate need of being able to see things in a new way. 

 

Bartimaean lives, lives with that new vision and wholeness that can only come from God.  Live that 

when embraced will change our world. 

 

Amen 


