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Thanksgiving is just days away.  My hope is that everyone will be able to find and connect to 

the real purpose of the holiday as it was originally conceived.  It was voted into law generations ago as 

a holiday where we give thanks to God for all our blessings.   

Usually on Thanksgiving or at least at the Thanksgiving service I share a fairy tale.  And when 

I do, I like to get comfortable.  So, you can go ahead and get comfortable, too.   

Once upon a time, in land far, far away, there lived a king.  The people of the land knew this 

king to be a vicious, power hungry ruler; which he was.  He ruled over the people in the land with an 

iron fist.  He was absolutely obsessed with power.  He wanted to control virtually even part of his 

kingdom and of his subject’s lives.  And you know, he had actually succeeded in doing just that; in 

controlling every aspect of their lives.  They did what he told them to do.  They thought what he told 

them to think.  He had complete and absolute control.  Well, almost.  There was one exception and it 

was an exception that weighed on hi daily.  As hard as he tried, as harsh as he was, he was still unable 

to destroy their belief in God. 

Finally, one day, in utter frustration, he summoned his most trusted advisors.  They gathered in 

a room and he asked them: "Since I can’t eliminate the people’s belief in God, tell me then, where can 

I hide God so the people will end up forgetting about him which would be just as effective, maybe 

even more so, than banning him?"  Well, one advisor right up front who headed the astronomical 

studies department at the local university stood and suggested confidently that they should hide God on 

the dark side of the moon. This idea was debated for a bit, the pros and cons were aired among the 

group and a vote was taken, and it was voted down because the advisors feared that one day their very 

competent scientists would discover a way to travel into space, and they would go to the moon, and 

they would find God again and he would be even more powerful in their lives.  

Another learned colleague stood up, in the back this time, and suggested that God be buried in 

the deepest part of the ocean. Afterall, the ocean is a big place and they could put him in a cave in the 

deepest part.  But eventually they came to the same conclusion as the first and discarded that 

suggestion in a unanimous vote as also potentially being only temporary.  One idea after another was 

suggested and debated and rejected. They worked on their problem throughout the day and into the 

evening. They seemed to be getting nowhere. And then, finally, as the night was getting late, the oldest 

and wisest advisor had a flash of insight. He rose slowly and he said, "You are all looking at this 

wrong.  Instead of following the old adage of “Out of sight, out of mind”, we should be pursuing the 

long term path of “out of mind, out of sight.”  We should hide God where no one will ever even think 

to look." As everyone waited for his tried and true wisdom to be delivered, he explained, "If we hide 

God in the events of people's everyday lives, in the common ordinary happenings in their lives, they 

are sure never to find him!"  And so it was decided and so it was done. And they say that the people in 

that land are still looking for God - even to this very day.   

It’s an interesting story, isn’t it?   

The question, the question for us to consider is, “Where is it that we look for God?”  Where is 

it that we find God in our lives?   I think that is an important question because we continue to get more 
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and more adept at hiding him behind other things.  We are that land far, far away.  But, if God has been 

hidden in the events of our lives, the question for us is where might we see him if we were inclined to 

look? 

Thursday is Thanksgiving.  It is a day set aside each year for the sole purpose of giving 

thanks… to God.  I know we think it is about food and football, but those things are just the added 

benefits of the day.  Thanksgiving is about God and, if that is true, then where is it that we look for 

him? 

   

• I believe that we can find God in the midst of our lives.   

o we find God in our church family, here at St. Peter’s.  This place here is more than 

stone and mortar, so much more than the walls and the roof.  It is a place of community 

and journey and healing and transformation.  It is a place of fellowship and worship and 

even struggle and support.  It is where God is. 

o And we find God in our homes and in our families and the gift of our children and the 

gift of our parents.   

o our places of work, whether that place be outside the home or not, we find God in our 

places of work and in the blessing of the gifts and skills we are given in order to 

complete our daily work.   

o we can find God at our schools, I know we are not supposed to, but God is in our 

schools. 

• We find God all around us, if we will look.   

o we will see him in our neighbors and our coworkers and even in the face of that 

stranger. You know the one who happened to be the one to give you a smile or wished 

for you a blessed day as you crossed paths on that particular day that you really needed 

that smile.  That was a gift from God to you.   

o We are blessed with health and relative wealth and a multitude of comforts.  And in all 

these we can find God.   

o And we find God in the opportunity we have to serve others.   

o We are so blessed: family, friends, school, work, church. We are blessed in so many 

ways and surrounded by God to such an extent that if we choose to look for him He is 

literally impossible to miss.  It’s hard to miss how he provides for us so generously and 

in such abundance. 

 

• And, even on the flip side, we can find God in and through our daily struggles.   

o As we fight with an unexpected illness or maybe a poorly timed, financial downturn or 

loss of a job, God is there to walk with you and bring strength. 

o In your experience of that neighbor, you know the one, who seems to get on your nerves 

more and more everyday.  God is there to bring unity and calm and perspective. 

o or that young driver who cuts you off in traffic,  

o corporate big wigs that cook the books  

o The politicians who serve their wants for power ahead of what’s best for the country. 



 3 

o or the steady stream of negative news we are inundated with on TV and the radio, or the 

entertainment, quote-unquote, that flows out of Hollywood or is spewed from the 

Internet.  All the struggles.  In all the struggles in our lives and in the world we can find 

God for strength and direction and restraint.  He is visible in the peace and the healing 

and the guidance that brings us through.  

 

• Finally, we find God through our gratitude, through our thanksgivings.  God resides in our 

thanks and in our praise and in our worship.  He resides there.  He lives there.  And through 

him we live too. 

o There is no doubt in my mind that much of the world around us would have us sit down 

on Thursday and give thanks.  They would have us give thanks for our hard work and 

the hard work of others and for our good fortune through our efforts.   

o But Thanksgiving is a God Day,  

▪ We give thanks to God for his work.   

▪ So, when you sit to eat, or talk, or watch the games look for God.  Look for God. 

He may seem like he has been hidden, but the promise that he gives us is that, if 

we will look, you will find him. 

 

Let us go and have a BLESSED Thanksgiving. 

 

Amen 

 

 


