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Mark 8:27-38 

 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and 

others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell 

anyone about him. 

 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 

by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He 

said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and 

looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 

your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, 

let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their 

life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 

it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can 

they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in 

the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

 

 

As you can see from the change of color, we are celebrating a special feast day this 

morning.  This morning we are celebrating Holy Cross Day.   

 

Many of you know that before I answered the call to ordained ministry I spent many 

years in the business world.  One thing that I learned during that time was that in getting a 

message out symbolism is important.  I think today it is most commonly called brand 

identification and it is critical in the furtherance in a company’s success.   

 

One of the keys ways that this is accomplished is with a company logo.  As an example, 

what do you think when I hold this up (hold up Apple’s logo)?  How about this one (hold up logo 

for McDolnald’s and Mercedes)?  Logos play an important role in promoting a company’s or 
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organization’s message.  They become the symbolic representation of the message.  These logos 

that we just looked at are symbols that have become known in practically every house in 

American and around the world.  They convey a message of performance, excitement, and 

quality.   

 

So, how about the church?  What is our logo?  Now, I’m not talking about St. Peter’s.  

I’m talking about the one holy, catholic, and apostolic church.  What is the symbol that we hold 

up to bear our message?  Ours can be seen right behind the altar or right above me.  The cross is 

our brand identification, and it bears a powerful message to almost everyone who sees it.   

 

About 10 years ago I had an interesting and uncomfortable experience.  I know that I 

have shared the story with some of you.  I was invited to preach at the Cathedral in Denver at the 

funeral service of the daughter of a previous Dean.  When I arrived, I chatted with the clergy 

who would be officiating at the service.  We talked about the service and during the conversation 

I learned that, although the deceased had requested that Lift High The Cross be the opening 

processional hymn, it would not be allowed.  He explained, to my surprise, that the Cathedral 

had banned that hymn from being played or sung in their congregation.  When I asked why, he 

told me that that hymn carried a message of militaristic domination, and in order not to offend 

anyone, it had added to their do not play list.  Do you realize that there are churches today that 

have gone as far as to remove all crosses in order to not offending anyone.   

 

When did the cross become a symbol of oppression?  How did we let that happen?  

Whose responsibility is it to protect the message that our logo projects?  When people look at the 

cross, what do they see?  How does it make them feel?  And more than that, have we, as 

caretakers, failed to deliver the true message and allowed our symbol to be redefined?   

 

Do me a favor.  Take out your hymnals and turn to hymn number 473.  Verse 1: “Led on 

their way by this triumphant sign the host of God in conquering ranks combine.”  Well, that does 

sound kind of domineering.  Maybe the Cathedral was on to something.  The cross is a 

triumphant sign, it says. Those who carry it are described as conquering ranks.  It sounds pretty 

intimidating.  At least it sounds intimidating until and unless we understand our real message.  

You see, the message of the triumph of the cross of Christ has never been; it has never, ever 

been; one of triumphing over people or conquering nations.  Yes, there are examples in the Old 

Testament of nations being conquered and there have been times in history when the church 

itself has used the pretext of the faith to overthrow people and countries.  But that is not the true 

message of the cross.   

 

When the cross is held high as a triumphant sign, the victory it is proclaiming is over that 

which holds humanity in its prison of separation from God.  When God’s faithful move forward 

in conquering ranks they move into the world not to conquer people, but rather to defeat any and 
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all things that insure people’s bondage.  The cross of Christ is not a symbol of condemnation.  

The cross of Christ is a symbol of the path to liberation and it always has been.   

 

As John says in his gospel, “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him.”   

 

Verse 2:  “Each newborn servant of the crucified bears on the brow the seal of Him who 

died.”  The message of the cross is that we follow a sacrificial leader.  His example to us is one 

of sacrificing our wants and our desires for the sake of others, just as our leader did for us.  We 

don’t endeavor to eliminate others.  We strive to elevate them.  If anyone should die without 

having the opportunity to know the message of what was accomplished on the cross, and choose 

freely for themselves, it breaks our hearts.  It breaks our hearts because even the loss of one is a 

great loss to all.  And it breaks our hearts, and it should.  The cross is not a burden to be imposed 

on others.  It is a gift with which to bless them.     

 

Verse 3:  “Oh Lord once lifted on the glorious tree, as thou hast promised draw the world 

to thee.”  The cross is not a mechanism to gain power through taking power from others.  The 

cross is a mechanism of love through which the world is drawn back to God in order to be re-

empowered for life.   

 

Verse 4:  “So shall our song of triumph ever be praise to the crucified for victory.”  Our 

song of triumph is all about what happened on the cross.  It is all about the sacrificial act that 

defeated an undefeatable enemy, the enemy of all humanity.  The enemy is not each other, but 

rather it is the sin that keeps us from God, and divides us from each other.  The triumph we seek 

is that triumph over our own personal weakness and lostness, and the victory we celebrate is the 

victory over sin and evil, the victory achieved for us by Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross and 

the life giving event of Easter.   

 

You know, though many people try to portray the cross in a negative way, the cross is not 

a judgmental symbol of oppression or intolerance.  It just isn’t!  It is not a weapon of attack or 

dominance over others.  The cross is a symbol of liberation and new life.  It is life out of death.  

It is unity over division and inhumanity.  It is health over all the spiritual, cultural, and personal 

illnesses that plague us. 

 

The cross is a symbol of love.  To look at the hymn Lift High the Cross and relegate it to 

oblivion by saying that it is a song of domination misses the meaning and the message 

completely.  Lift High the Cross is a love song.  It’s a love song which sings out a story of love 

for all people.  We should never let that be forgotten.   
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Each verse is bracketed by these words, “Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore His sacred name.”  It’s a love song.  It tells us to hold the cross and its 

message high and through that proclaim the love of Christ for all people.  Lift high the cross and 

keep doing so until all hear the real message and know the true gift.  To allow the cross’s 

message of love to be redefined as a mechanism of destruction of others is to allow some 

misguided deeds of a previous generation within a past history and some self-serving agendas of 

the present day to snatch back death out of life.   

 

I don’t know if you remember the movie back in 1993 called In the Line of Fire starring 

Clint Eastwood.  In the movie, Clint plays secret service agent Frank Horrigan.  Horrigan is an 

agent nearing retirement and he is assigned to protect the current President.  The problem, 

however, is that he is haunted by the memory of what happened thirty years before when he, as a 

young agent, had been assigned to protect another President during that President’s visit to 

Dallas in 1963.  There in the motorcade Horrigan froze in shock when he heard the gunshots and 

now, thirty years later, he still wrestles with whether he would freeze again.  Could he really take 

a bullet for the President?  In the climactic scene of the movie Horrigan does what he had been 

unable to do earlier.  He sacrificially throws himself into the path of an assassin’s bullet to save 

the chief executive.   

 

Two thousand years ago by allowing Himself to be nailed to the cross Jesus sacrificially 

threw himself in front of our certain death in the greatest act of love ever recorded.  That is the 

message of the cross.  That is the message that needs to be lovingly shared with everyone.  They 

need to know that our logo is not what some in the world today would say that it is.  They need 

to hear that it is a symbol of great love, ultimate love, for all people.   

 

Lift High the Cross, the Love of Christ proclaim, till all the world adore His sacred name.  

Alleluia!   

 

And Amen. 


