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Someone important in your life comes up to you. Maybe your boss. Or your doctor. She 
says, “Could I have a word with you?”  
 
What goes through your mind? “What could it be about? Am I in trouble? Am I going to 
get fired? Knock on wood. Maybe it’s not so bad after all.”  But you have to sweat it out 
until you actually meet up and find out. 
 
In Christmas, God comes to us and wants to share a Word with us. But can we hear 
God’s Word in the midst of the cacophony of world distractions? In a world with so many 
other words, slogans, gossip, tweets, and sound bytes can we hear God’s word above 
the bedlam and babbel?   
 
I’m talking about God’s definitive Word. The “Word made flesh” that the Fourth Gospel 
tells us about. From today’s Gospel text: 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God… 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.   

 
This is what Christmas celebrates. The God of quarks and quasars comes to us in the 
flesh, in human form. We call that Incarnation, literally putting on skin and bone. God 
swoops into fragile human life in Bethlehem. God takes on the frail flesh and bone of 
our humanity in order to have a Word with us.   
 
Christmas celebrates God becoming one of us to let us know what’s on God’s mind, 
what God’s priorities are, and to show us how much God loves us. That’s difficult to 
grasp, but God has entered into human pain, suffering, tragedy, and ultimately death. 
God withheld nothing. God was “all in” when he came in the flesh. God jumped into the 
thick and thin of human existence. 
 
That means we are not alone.  

God is with us when we are discouraged and depressed. 
God is with us when we are hurting and sick. 
God is with us when bad news strikes. 
God is with us when we feel guilty and ashamed. 
God is with us when we are worried about someone we love. 



God is with us when we are caught up in a string of events that leave us 
defenseless. 

 
God in the flesh means that God is not separate or apart from all the troubles and pains 
of the world, but has come right into the middle of it. The Word made flesh, this Jesus, 
is none other than Emmanuel. God with us.  
 
God has come in the flesh in Jesus to empower us to deal with this world’s muddled 
priorities. To jump into this broken world and be involved in its healing. Christmas tells 
us  
 
God is not detached and distant and doesn’t want us to be detached and distant either.  
 
God is in the world with us and God expects us to get involved in the world too. God has 
come to embrace us and hold us tight. And God expects us to do the same with all who 
are hurting.  
 
God does want to have a word with us. This Word made flesh, this Jesus came into the 
world to show us how big God’s heart is for us and to empower us to have big hearts 
too.  
 
How are we going to respond to God’s Word with us? Will Christmas come and go or 
will it have staying power? Will we take God’s Word seriously?  
 

Christmas invites us to trust Jesus. 
Christmas challenges us to take Jesus seriously not just today but every day. 
Christmas reminds us that we have a God who loves us so much that he will 
become one of us so that he can help us in whatever way we need help. 

 
God wants a Word with us. Are we ready to listen? Are we ready to respond? Amen.  
 
 


