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Exodus 3:1-15 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock 

beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was 

not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the 

bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him 

out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! 

Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He 

said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 

of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard 

their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down 

to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad 

land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to 

me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to 

bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should 

go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this 

shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, 

you shall worship God on this mountain.” 

But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your ancestors 

has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?” God said to 

Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'I am has sent me 

to you.'” God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'The Lord, the God of 

your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to 

you': 

This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations.” 

 

I came across an article this week.  Yesterday afternoon, to be exact.  It has been a busy 

week and after I arrived home from Forestvale cemetery around 2:00PM, I sat down to put a 

message together for this morning, hoping that God would be especially helpful.   

I had been thinking all week that this week’s message was going to be something about 

God identifying himself to the Israelites.  And then I came across this article.  It was entitled, I 

Am.  The Two Most Powerful Words on Earth.   And with great joy, I thought to myself… “Now, 



2 
 

that will preach!”  And better yet, it will preach this week, as I reminded myself again of our Old 

Testament passage from Exodus and how it was exactly about that.  God hearing his people 

crying out from within their slavery.  God coming to Moses and giving him his mission, the 

mission to go to Egypt to free the Jewish people from their captivity.  Moses responding by 

telling God that he must have made a mistake, that he, Moses, couldn’t be the right person for 

that particular job, saying,  “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of 

bondage?”  Which, if you think about it, was pretty gutsy considering that the voice giving him 

his mission was coming from a burning bush that didn’t burn up.  And then God, instead of 

telling Moses that this has nothing to do with who he was and everything to do with who God is, 

which might have been my response, he encouraged Moses by telling him not to worry.  He will 

be there for him all the way. 

Finally, Moses took one last shot at getting out of the assignment by asking God, “What 

should I tell them your name is?  They might ask, you know.  I wouldn’t want them to get you 

confused with someone else.  So, just in case they should ask, what should I say?”  Which brings 

us back to “I Am” and the article. 

 I saw the article and thought to myself, “I have my sermon,” I Am.  The Two Must 

Powerful Words on Earth, and so I quickly read on.  It wasn’t long into the piece, however, when 

I discovered that it was more of a self-help book than one about God.  It was an article about 

positive self-talk.  It explained to the reader that they should change any negative self-talk like, 

“I am not smart,” and “I am not attractive,” and “I am not happy,” into positive self-talk with 

statements like “I am smart,”  “I am beautiful,” and “I am very happy.”  It actually turned out to 

be a decent article and would have served well in a psychology class at the University of 

Montana or any number of support groups throughout the world.  The problem was that it just 

had nothing to do with God and instead everything to do with self. 

But the title of the article was still dead on.  “I Am”, they are the most powerful words on 

earth when they are properly understood and embraced.   

You see, here is what was going on in the glow of that burning bush.  God was making a 

statement of existence.  He is not just telling Moses his name, like Fred, or Helen, or Atticus.  

And he was not simply telling Moses to go and communicate his name, his label, to the 

Israelites, so they might have something to call him by or to write down in their memoirs.  He is 

telling Moses that when he gets to Egypt and if they question him about the name of the God that 

he had been supposedly sent by, he should simply tell them that it is the God that exists that sent 

him.  Tell them, tell them all, that “God is”.   

You see, other than slavery, one of the problems they were up against was that they had 

been in Egypt for many generations and they had become flabby in their faith.  They had 

accepted idols into their homes and Egyptian lifestyles for their families.  They had put many 

other things above God in their lives.  And now, all they needed to know, all that Moses needed 

to tell them, all that they needed to believe, was that the one true God, their God, existed.  

Everything else would flow from that. 
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And it is the same with us.  We have replaced God with so many other things.  Money.  

Power.  Intellect.  Our way, our truth, and our life.  No one comes to happiness except through 

us.  So many people in our day have arrived at the point where it has becomes difficult to even 

remember that there is one true God.  And the message that God had from the mouths of 

prophets for them, and for us, both, the one message that, if received, would change everything 

for them and for us was and is…I Am!  They really are the two most powerful words on earth.  

Every good thing comes from that realization. 

Tell the people that I exist.  That knowledge is the key to life.  Tell them to look for the 

real me.  That action is the key to understanding.  Tell them to listen to my voice.  That process 

is the key to happiness and purpose.   

These two powerful words, when embraced, open our eyes.  Take miracles for example.  

Do you struggle with the concept of miracles?  Do they not make sense?  Do they seem to stretch 

creation beyond our understanding?  Just know and remember this…God exists, and through that 

miracles abound. 

When the world seems out of control and overwhelmed by evil, and lying, and 

division…when people act in ways that serve to destroy others and societies replace Godly 

structures of life with human substitutes…when the hope of returning to how creation, and 

relationships within that creation, were meant to be, when that hope dwindles, just remember the 

two most powerful words on earth.  I Am!  God is!  And from that, hope abounds. 

 And when you choose poorly, embracing paths that lead away from God, and because of 

that you doubt your worth in the midst of that lostness…when you fear that you are beyond 

saving…when you feel like the world has abandoned you, just remember that with God all thing 

are possible even to the point of him dying on a cross so each one of us might find life.  

Remember that God is.  And through him life abounds. 

God is not just a name.  God is not simply a concept.  God simply is.  And that is the 

powerful key to all things.  Within that reality, all things and all people, can be known for what 

they can be.  Within that recognition, we become our true selves. 

Jesus once asked his disciples who the people said that he was.  They told him that some 

said John the Baptist.  Others said Elijah.  Still others said Jeremiah or one of the prophets.   

And then Jesus asked them, “Who do you say that I am?”  And Peter, the same Peter that 

we are named for, proclaimed that Jesus was the Messiah.  The Son of the living God.  He knew 

and embraced the reality that God existed and had sent his Son on mission into the world.  And 

through that Peter became his true self.  He became the Rock on which the church would be 

built. 

God is calling out to all people today telling us again that in the midst of all the things 

that we make gods, he is the one that really exists.  “I Am” he says to us and then invites us into 

that understanding and that reality so that we can find the way out of the captivity of our time. 

Amen 


