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Today I would like to tell you about a love story.  It is a love story that we heard it this morning 

in one of our passages. 

 Let’s see… The epistle was about this present world passing away.  Our present way of doing 

things ending.  That might be it.  I guess I could see how that could be about love.  God loved the 

world into being different.  God loved it into being what he meant it to be, hoping that humanity would 

finally respond by authentically living that love. 

How about the Gospel?  Simon Peter and his brother Andrew; James and John; all four get the 

call and they immediately drop what they are doing in order to, as Jesus told Simon and Andrew, 

become fishers of men.  No doubt there is love there.  Love for them, love for the four, and then 

through them love for the world.   

And then there is Jonah.  And then there is Jonah… God bless him.  (laughing and shaking 

head).  Well, we can probably rule that one out, right?  Not much love there.  Cantankerous Jonah 

given an assignment from God, who, in response, jumps up and hops on the first boat out of town 

…heading in the opposite direction from Nineveh.   

While he is on the run a terrible storm comes up and his ship mates put two and two together, 

which really wasn’t hard because Jonah had already told then that he was running from God, and so 

they throw Jonah into the drink.  And then adding insult to injury a gigantic largemouth bass, or some 

other fish to your liking, comes along and makes a meal out of Jonah.  Three days go by for Jonah 

hanging out with a variety of other fish food.  By this time, Jonah isn’t sitting well with the fish and so 

up he comes onto a nearby shore, where he finally decides to go ahead and visit Nineveh.  After giving 

a very brief sermon to those sinners about impending doom, he heads out of town angry because God 

decides not to employee his wrath and wipe them all out.   

Are you seeing any love yet?  Can’t you just picture Jonah exiting the city limits, shaking his 

fist at God, “after all I have been through and now you aren’t going step in and clean house!?”  Are 

you feeling the love in the story of Jonah?  Yet, today we heard a love story, and the thing is, I believe 

that love story is about a man named Jonah.   

The trouble we have is that we often get blinded by perception.  We see things through our 

eyes, worldly eyes, and within our experience the story becomes one of betrayal and punishment.  God 

calls Jonah.  Jonah turns his back on God and rightly reaps the punishment.  He is thrown overboard.  

That’ll teach him, right?   

His penalty continues as he is swallowed up by a fish.  He eventually, somewhat reluctantly I 

think, does what God wants, but God doesn’t keep his end of the deal, as Jonah sees it, in destroying 

those that Jonah clearly can’t stand, which makes Jonah feel betrayed.  And then to add insult to injury, 

God toys a bit with Jonah at the end, raising up some shade and then taking it away, firmly belittling 

Jonah because of his desire to end it all.   
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That’s Jonah perspective.  That’s how Jonah obviously saw it.  But there is another perspective.  

There’s God’s perspective.  And that shows us a true love story. 

Here’s what God see.  God looks and sees Nineveh and his heart of love breaks.  Nineveh, this 

great city, sitting on the bank of the Tigris, was probably the greatest of the capitals of the Assyrian 

empire.  120,000 people.  120,000 beloved of God, who God says couldn’t tell their right hand from 

their left.  And in their confusion, in their distraction, they had become a wicked city, and here is our 

first love of this story.  God loved the people of Nineveh.  He loved them so much that he decided to 

send someone to them, a messenger, a prophet, with a warning that the road that they had chosen 

would lead to their destruction.  God loved them all, from king to peasant, and the last thing that he 

wanted for them was what they had chosen.   

And so, he called a man to go to Nineveh.  Jonah.  Why Jonah?  I don’t know.  Maybe it was 

because his father had done well as a prophet during the reign of Jeroboam II.  Maybe it was that Jonah 

was just so… normal, like you and me.  Whatever the reason, he chose Jonah and he explained to him 

that  Nineveh was heading down a deadly path and Jonah he had been chosen to go there and tell them.  

He had been chosen to go and love them for God.   

But Jonah ran.  He ran away.  He tried to get as far away from those awful Ninevites as 

possible.  After all, they followed that terrible king Sennacherib (Si-na-ker-rib) and so by default they 

were not worth bothering with.  More than that.  They needed to be destroyed.  And I’m sure that that 

broke God’s heart also.   

You see, God loved Jonah, and that is the second part of our love story.  He loved Jonah so 

much that, even in Jonah’s own weakness, in his hatred of these people, God wasn’t going to give up 

on him so quickly.  He used the storm in Jonah’s life.  He used the storm that comes into all of our 

lives when we turn from God.  He used it to shake him back into reality and hopefully back onto the 

right path.   

But Jonah didn’t turn back.  He hunkered down in the lower part of the boat trying to sleep 

through the storm.  We think that if we ignore the call long enough the storm will go away.  Trust me, 

from personal experience I can tell you that doesn’t work.  Finally, Jonah was thrown overboard by the 

crew that didn’t want to be caught between what was going on with God and Jonah.   

And in the water the love story continued.  God loved this disobedient, scared, now wet, human 

being so much that he sent a fish.  Some think that the fish was just further punishment.  Makes sense 

from our perspective.  But from God’s vantage point, could not that fish have been a great act of love?  

Love that took Jonah on board and got him to dry land.  It might have been a bit messy, but it worked, 

and it furthered God’s loving mission. 

And just as a side note, try not to get caught up in trying to figure out where there is a fish big 

enough to swallow a man whole and then the man surviving in its stomach for three days.  That will 

only distract us.  I can tell you that I know this.  The story is true.  Either it is true because it holds a 

deeper truth within it that God wants us to embrace, or it’s true because the creator of all things, the 

Almighty, the all-things-are-possible God, could have made it happen exactly the way it’s written, 

whether we understand it or not.   

And so, God continued, not giving up on his love for both wayward Jonah and rebellious 

Nineveh.  He called to Jonah a second time.  And this time Jonah went, and he made God proud, and 

he convinced the Ninevites to repentance.  And grace, and forgiveness, and life reigned. 
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Can we now see how, from God’s perspective, the story of Jonah really is a love story?  Can 

you see also how it can speak very powerfully to us today.  It is a love story for the ages.  It is a love 

story full of grace and patience.  It is a love story that calls us to embrace love within our world that 

will transform us and bring life to all things. 

God calls to us, like he did to Jonah, and he says, “There are places around you, and people 

around you, that need to hear the saving word that I have sent.  They need to see what love really looks 

like, what life truly can really be.  Don’t run from that mission.  Don’t miss the love story.”   

It is a love that is both embracing and challenging.  It is the truth for our existence that is life-

giving.  God’s love, and the life it brings, is so much bigger than the cheap love, and the meager life, 

and even the satisfying anger that we embrace within our division.  It is so much bigger than what we 

so often settle for in order to just make us, and others, feel better within the spiritual separation that 

infects God’s world.  God’s love may ask more from us, but it promises infinitely more than we could 

ever deliver. 

God tells us through Jonah that he understands that answering the call to love, to really love as 

God loves, can be hard and scary.  But he also tells us that when we run or ignore, which we all seem 

to do so often, or when the storms hits and we hide below deck in terror waiting for it to pass, or when 

we choose anger against our neighbors vs. peace together with them, when all that becomes the model 

of our lives, God gives us the sign of Jonah and what, who, that sign pointed to.  God shows us again 

what our baptism really calls us to, and what the cross of Christ really meant, and means, for our 

world.  

It's a love story.  It is a love story of promise, and hope, and life; from God, through us, to a 

world in such dire need.  And you and I are called into that story right now, right here.  And when we 

say yes, God will make us to be an example of that love, peace, forgiveness, and reconciliation for all 

to see.   

Let that be us for 2021, no matter to what the world tries to take us. 

 

Amen 

 


