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Are you ready with your bells? ... Alleluia, Christ is Risen!   The Lord is Risen indeed!  

Alleluia! 

Welcome.  If you are visiting with us this morning, we are glad that you are here, 

especially on this particular morning, a morning that literally changed the world.  We are grateful 

that you have chosen to celebrate it here with us and we would like to extend an invitation.  We 

would like to invite you to join in; to join in and be part of what God is doing here at St, Peter’s 

Cathedral.   

(Put on 3D glasses)  So, have you ever seen a 3D movie?  You know, I’m still not quite 

sure how they do it, but you put on these glasses and the image is somehow converted or affected 

in such a way so that your mind is able to see the movie in a whole new way.  Somehow, with 

these pieces of plastic, your perception is broadened and deepened, enabling you to see 

something that was beyond your limited abilities just moments before.   

I remember when I first saw a 3-D TV.  I was in Best Buy walking past the TV section.  

Right up front, right on the aisle, this very large flat screen TV caught my eye.  It grabbed my 

attention because it was out of focus and I thought to myself, what a terrible way to try to sell a 

TV.  Then, on the table right in front of the screen, I saw a box of these (glasses).  I put on a pair, 

this pair, and everything changed.  Amazingly, the picture snapped into focus and the scene took 

on a whole new dimension, literally.   

So, there I was, standing in front of this new reality, embracing my expanded perception, 

and it occurred to me that Easter is like a pair of extra-dimensional, spiritual glasses that brings 

God’s reality into our existence.  The resurrection opens our eyes to see beyond, to what we 

can’t experience within the confines of our capabilities.  What seemed hard to comprehend 

before Easter is brought into a new clarity.   

Easter brings our entire existence into focus.  Now, if that seems like an over-the-top 

statement, the truth is that it is really an understatement.  The resurrection of Jesus enables our 

minds to take our entire story, and the entire story of humanity right up to this very morning and 

see it in a new way.  Through the glasses of Easter, through the vision of Easter, our perception 

is snapped into focus and expanded beyond our meager physical and intellectual abilities. 

Think again back to King David.  I wonder how many people read what he wrote in 

Psalm 22, which was our Psalm for Good Friday, and scratched their heads because it just didn’t 

make sense through their blurry vision.  He wrote: “I am poured out like water, and all my bones 

are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; my strength is dried up like a 

potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death.”  A few verses later: 

“For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and 

feet-- I can count all my bones-- they stare and gloat over me; they divide my garments among 
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them, and for my clothing they cast lots.”  When David wrote those words around 1000 BC they 

had to have left people scratching their heads because what he was describing, Roman 

crucifixion, hadn’t been invented yet.   

He described Jesus on the cross.  I am poured out like water…my energy and my life are 

drained.  My bones are out of joint…the weight of a person hanging on the cross often pulled 

their arms out of joint.  They have pierced my hands and my feet.  David’s words had to be 

confusing to those who read them in his day, but through the eyes of Easter they are crystal clear.  

How about Isaiah?    He spoke of the Messiah as “despised and rejected by men; a man of 

sorrows and acquainted with grief; without esteem.”  He said that the coming Christ would bear 

our griefs and carry our sorrows.  He would be wounded for our transgressions; crushed for our 

iniquities; the chastisement that would bring us our peace would be put on him.  Our iniquity 

would be taken on by Him and through his suffering we would be healed.  These are words 

written 800 years prior to Jesus’ birth and had to have left people confused.  They thought that 

the Messiah would be a great military leader.  I successful General.  And so, Isaiah’s words had 

to be fuzzy at best, but through the expanded perception of the resurrection they make perfect 

sense. 

How about Jesus, himself?  How about that itinerant preacher; the son of a woodworker 

from Nazareth?  How about that person who told everyone gathered in a synagogue one day that 

the Spirit of the Lord was upon him and that he was the anointed one?  He told them that he was 

the one anointed to preach good news to the poor and liberty to the captives, and to bring new 

sight to the blind.  What about that person who told them that in their hearing in that synagogue 

those words from Daniel were now fulfilled…in HIM.   

What about all those crazy stories that were spreading rapidly through the countryside 

about this person named Jesus healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, and strong legs to a 

person lame since birth?  What about walking on water, raising a guy from the dead who had 

been in the tomb for four days, and controlling nature by calming a raging storm with just an 

upraised hand and a firm rebuke?  What about feeding five thousand men and their families from 

just a few loaves of bread and a couple of fish?  What about re-building a torn down temple in 

three days?   

Absolute silliness, right?  Or maybe the picture was just too blurry to really make out 

what was truly happening and no matter how much they squinted and cocked their head to one 

side or the other they couldn’t wrap their minds around it.  But through the new perception of 

Easter, the events of the last three years of Jesus’ life snap into focus …and they take our breath 

away.  New life, new vision, something not just rebuilt in three days, but re-made entirely new in 

an instant. 

All things take on a whole new clarity when looked at through the 20/20, new 

dimensional vision of Easter.  Quaint saying of old religious people in some old religious text are 

recognized as prophesy.  Unbelievable stories of the miraculous become a way for a loving God 

to point to His Son in order to reach a hurting, confused, and lost world.  Teachings that to some 

seem to be too harsh, or not tolerant enough, or overly oppressive become the loving truth of 
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God that bring a message that enhances life, not restricts it; that expands love, not constricts it; 

that fulfill dreams, not squashes them.  The eyes of Easter bring a new meaning to our whole 

existence. 

So; considering how important this day is to all days, past, present, and future; the one 

real question for us today would have to be, “How can we, today, believe the story of Easter?”  

The best way, I think, is to look at how the new perception of Easter affected the people who 

were there, men and women, young and old, various backgrounds, all witnesses to the events that 

we remember and celebrate today. Those people became the first 3D people in a 2D world.   

What happened to their lives when they slipped on resurrection glasses for the first time 

and saw what was behind the blur of their world?  Well, what happened was that they changed to 

their very core.  They left everything and devoted the rest of their lives to telling everyone about 

what laid beyond the normal perception of the world.  They told the truth, even though they 

knew that the telling of their story would probably cost them everything, including even their 

lives, at the hands of 2D people who didn’t want to hear about a 3D existence.  A group of 12 

faithful Jewish men, who were raised to believe that they were to honor the Sabbath at all costs 

or risk the wrath of God, abandoned it and established a new holy day, on the day of the week 

that their resurrection glasses were issued.  And they abandoned the system of sacrifice that had, 

they thought, assured forgiveness.  They abandoned it because the sacrifice of Christ had 

accomplished reconciliation for all people for all time.  And for the rest of their lives those 

people, who were so profoundly impacted by the truth of Easter, rejoiced each day with the 

words… “Alleluia, Christ is Risen!!.” (Congregation responds: “The Lord is Risen, indeed!  

Alleluia!”)    

Easter changes everything.  Easter opens a whole new dimension that the world has 

forgotten even exists.  It is a dimension of profound Love, real Truth, and expansive life and joy.   

If you have already found your Easter glasses, if you can see the world through Christ 

and His resurrection, then I rejoice with you this day.  Alleluia, Christ is Risen!  (Believers 

respond, “The Lord is Risen indeed!  Alleluia”).  If, however, you haven’t found your Easter 

glasses yet, I invite you to come and see.  (Put glasses back on) Come and see what you have 

been searching for that the world cannot provide.  Come and see what is possible.  Come and 

experience a 3-D life that is beyond anything you have ever imagined within a 2-D world. 

 

Amen 


