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Well, it is going to be a great morning.  We get to welcome three young people into God’s 

church through the sacrament of Baptism today.  Three souls that will be enlivened through God’s 

saving grace.  In just a few minutes, through our prayers, and our actions and our intention, God will 

reach down and welcome back into His arms three of his children who have been born into a state of 

separation.  Three persons, all in their first year of life, that He has been preparing.  Persons whom he 

has been drawing back to Himself.  People for whom He has plans.   

You see, as wonderful as the act of baptism is, and as powerful as the action that God will take 

this morning in the lives of Ida, Annalee, and Jasper will be, baptism is much more than just a single 

day, or a single event.  Baptism is an event that has a past, a present, and a future.  The present of 

course is obvious.  It is today for three of our own.  But baptism also has a past; something that took 

place before each those three, as well as for each of us before our baptismal days, that led up to the 

event of that particular present for each of us.   

Now, if this may seem less obvious as the present dimension of baptism, maybe we can get a 

glimpse of what this might look like from a verse we find in John’s Gospel.  Chapter 6, Verse 44.  “No 

one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me.”  You see, what is taking place here 

today did not begin yesterday or last week or even last month.  What we do this morning is not 

something that is occurring just by happenstance.  Scripture tells us that what is going to take place, the 

spiritual rebirth of these children, has been God’s intention all along.  Now, I don’t want to skip by that 

too fast.  It has been God’s intention that Ida, Annalee, and Jasper be reconciled to Him for as long as 

He knew that they would come into this world.  And in that past, I believe that He had been busy 

drawing them, through those that he has the given the responsibility for them, in order to bring us to 

today.   

If you think about it for a moment, the past dimension of baptism is really amazing.  Baptisms 

happen because God wants them to.  This means that this morning, more than simply performing a 

religious ritual, we all will play a direct role in an action set into motion by God.  Ida, Annalee, and 

Jasper are here this morning not primarily because that is what her parents want, although they do. 

They are not even here because that is what the church would desire, which it obviously does.  They 

are here first and foremost because that is what God wants.  Whether we recognized it at the time or 

not, we’re drawn into the church through God’s direct action in our lives and in the lives of the people 

who are responsible for us.  We’re here, in the Body of Christ, because that is where God wants us to 

be.  We should never forget that our baptisms, their baptisms, and all baptisms, originated in the heart 

and desire of God.   

And so, we all have a powerful past with God.   But along with that past and along with this 

present, baptism also has a future for each of us.  It might be better phrased that baptism puts us each 

on our own journey into the future that God desires for us.  It’s an awesome journey of discovery. It’s a 

profound journey of growth.  It’s an amazing journey of metamorphosis where these three will get the 

opportunity to grow more and more into the likeness of God.   
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The journey, however, comes with challenges.  There will be distractions…parties, sports, 

school activities, and so much more that will compete for their time with their faith and with God.  

They will come up against a society and a world that is actively pushing back from Christ and active 

church involvement.  They will encounter many who will try to redefine things to suit their desires and 

who will tell them that all truth is equally valid.  They will be told that whatever they choose as truth is 

truth for them, and that they should embrace whatever they come up with.  They will even come up 

against the all too human side of the institutional church that might discourage them and give them an 

excuse to sleep in on Sundays. 

And so we, they. need to be prepared.  Remember, we are not just raising up church goers.  We 

are not just inviting people into a religion.  We are inviting people into their faith.  We are inviting 

people into a life!  And we embrace a covenant with God that shows us the way.   

As we will remind ourselves in just a few minutes, in our covenant we promise, with God’s 

help, to proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ.  Recognizing that the Bible 

contains all truth necessary for salvation for all people, we need to have one and need to know what it 

says.  We need its words when ours seem weak or ineffective.  We need its strength as we endeavor to 

live out our faith so we can be a true, healthy example of Christ in the world.   

We also promise to seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourselves.  And 

so, we need for our journey a loving heart.  It will enable us to embrace those that we meet along the 

way, both those that are on the road with us, as well as those that have veered off the path or maybe 

have never even found their way onto it.  A loving heart that we make available to God to be molded 

and used as a tool by which He can draw more people closer to him.   

In our baptismal covenant we also promise to strive for peace and justice among all people.  

This may seem pretty straightforward, but in practice it often proves difficult and elusive.  For this task 

we need a discerning mind.  We need to be able to meet people in the midst of their various struggles 

with the goal being reconciliation with God and each other.   A clear and discerning mind will enable 

us to stand in the world so that we, as the Body of Christ, might be a bridge between this world and all 

its conflict and the heavenly realm, a place where we can swap division for unity and trust in ourselves 

for trust in God.   

And we will need a humble spirit.  We need to recognize that we also have our own struggles.  

In our covenant we promise that we will persevere in resisting evil but when we fall into sin, not "if" 

we fall into sin, when we fall into sin, we will repent and return to the Lord.  A humble spirit will help 

us to repent when necessary and to put God first recognizing that it is through his grace, not our 

efforts, that we are brought into communion with him. 

Baptism really is so much more than just a rite that we perform within the church.  It is a 

completion of something started and intended by God, a day of celebration driven by the Grace of 

God, and the beginning of a journey that will change us forever as we grow closer to God and each 

other.   

In one deceivingly simple act of water and prayer, with God’s help, we find power, and faith, 

and peace, and joy in our lives.  And along with that, we find new life, and love, and hope for the 

world.   
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Ida, Annalee, and Jasper.  You are being brought into an amazing life with God as a member of 

God’s church.  You are becoming part of an ongoing mission to bring life to the world.  Don’t let 

anything or anybody take that away from you. 

To the parents and God-parents of these blessed children, persevere in showing them a life and 

a world with God at its center.  Don’t let anything or anybody get in the way of you showing your 

children how God loves.  Teach them of an existence that God has designed within which they, with 

us, will find joy, and peace, and purpose.   

And to this church, give these children a path to follow and a place to do it.  Welcome them to 

a journey with you of always seeking closeness with God.  Model for them a life of worship, learning, 

and service.  Be for them a place of Godly fellowship where they will know the embrace of their 

Father in Heaven so that they will take that same embrace to everyone they meet.   

The world is crying, God is calling, and, with these three, the church is growing. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Amen 


