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Exodus 20:1-17 

Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you 

shall have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that 

is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or 

worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of 

parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the 

thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone 

who misuses his name. 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work. But 

the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 

daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days 

the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore 

the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God 

is giving you. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female 

slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 

is the power of God. For it is written, 
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“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 

made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 

For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 

and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

 

There was a fairy tale of sorts that I came across this week that I thought connected well to 

what we heard this morning in Paul’s letter to the Church in Corinth.  It is pretty simple, and it goes 

like this… 

Once upon a time there was a man named Jake.  Jake decided to take a walk one day in order to 

find a quiet place for some quiet time to reflect on his relationship with God.  Not far down the path he 

came to a sizable field filled with large ripe pumpkins.  In the middle of the field was a huge oak tree 

with gigantic branches that spread in all directions, and within those branches within that great oak 

hung thousands of tiny acorns.   

As Jake considered the field with its enormous pumpkins on the ground attached to tiny vines 

and the tiny acorns within the huge oak branches, he came to the conclusion that God had made a 

mistake.  He thought out loud that God should have put the tiny acorns on the tiny vines and the huge 

pumpkins on the strong branches of the oak.   

Coming up to the oak tree, Jake sat down under its branches to ponder God’s foolishness 

further and fell asleep.  A short time later he was awakened by a small acorn bouncing off his nose.  

He looked up again at the acorns and then out at the pumpkins and smiled as he wondered at the 

wisdom of God. 

Have you ever found yourself in a situation where, within it, you questioned God and God’s 

wisdom?  Have you ever thought to yourself that, if it had been up to you, you would have done things 

differently, or not allowed certain things to happen, or would have made sure, and would make sure in 

the future, that people would act in a certain way?   Do you find your prayers more full of advice and 

direction to God, rather than gratitude and praise?  Have you ever mis-applied wisdom and 

foolishness? 

Corinth, the Corinth that Paul was writing his letter to, was a large port city.  Really, it was a 

double port city.  It sat on the west side of a narrow strip of land, which on the east side, just four miles 

away, had another large companion port.  Merchants from around the known world would bring their 

goods to one port and then transport them across land to the other port to continue their journey.  
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Because of this, it was a place filled with every possible opinion, or at least most of them, known to 

man.  And as a result, the Corinthian church experienced a great deal of push back to the Gospel 

message from the world outside as well as from within the church, itself.   

I can almost hear the discussions.  “Of course, friends, we embrace the Messiah, but certainly 

you, or they, must have mis-understood what took place in Jerusalem twenty years ago.  They could 

have never put this Messiah of yours, this God you proclaim, up on a cross to die!  That is silliness.  

Either Jesus was just a good teacher, but not God, or was a god, like all the other gods known in these 

parts and just appeared as to be a human being, and never really died on that cross.  Anything else 

makes no earthly sense.  Use your heads my friends and soon you will come to see it our way.” 

Down through history, the message of the cross has been difficult and confusing for so many.  

The truth is that it actually does make no earthly sense.  It calls people to embrace sacrifice in a world 

that reveres power and accumulation, often at the expense of others.  It calls us to embrace, and even 

cherish, the willing sacrifice of another, the death offered by another, done on behalf of and for the 

sake of all others.  It calls us to embrace and cherish that, as our new model for life.  And the symbol 

for this path to new life is an ancient instrument of one of the most cruel and horrible deaths every 

devised.  The message of the cross confuses the world. 

And the message of the cross scares people.  It calls us to die.  While it may not call us to have 

nails driven through our hands and feet, to many it is no less torturous.  It calls us to die to self.  It calls 

us to expand our focus beyond self to include the lives of others, and the life of the world as a whole.  

It calls us to humility in a world structured on self-focus.  And that is scary.   

And the message of the cross challenges us.  It challenges us because we must embrace it 

willingly.  God does not drive us to the cross.  God invites us to it.  He implores us to it.  But, in the 

end, it is our decision.  It must be our decision.  It is a free choice that eventually we each must make.  

And in the church, it is a Lenten path that we each must follow.  The clear message of the cross 

challenges us forward and then, once embraced, it challenges us outward, in love, into the world. 

Most of all, however, the message of the cross is not simply that it is a path to death, at least not 

how most people in the world would think of that.  The cross is, in the end, an embrace of the fullness 

of life.  It is life from death.  It is love from indifference, unity from division, joy and peace from 

sadness and conflict.  It is true life; Godly wisdom in the face of confused, worldly foolishness. 

And, in that same way, the message of the cross has a companion.  We heard about it in our 

passage this morning from Exodus.  The message of the cross, which shows us the life path to eternity, 

combines with the message of the tablets that give us the formula for everyday existence.  And both 

fight the same battle, where worldly foolishness battles against Godly wisdom. 

1. Recognize that God is God, the Creator of all things, the Bringer of all truth.  We are not to 

have any other gods (small G) before the one true God. 

2. Remember that God is above the creation.  And so, we are not to have any idols from that 

creation.  We are not to put anything from the world above God. 
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3. We are not to use God’s name, God’s identity and essence, inappropriately.  We are not to 

use God, or our relationship with God, to demean people, hurt people, mislead people, use 

people.  We are not to teach human wisdom as Godly.  We are not supplant Godly intent 

with human desires and motivations.  We are not to redefine God’s truth with human plans 

and agendas. 

4. Remember that the sabbath day is not just a day off.  It is a day to intentionally remove 

ourselves from the cares of the world in order to be with God, in order to deepen our 

relationship with God.  There may be many ways to accomplish this, but the goal is 

unchanging. 

Those first four can be, and were, summarized by Jesus as, “Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, soul, strength, and mind.”  The next group takes us in a different direction. 

5. Honor your father and mother.  Remember your heritage, and remember it all the way back.  

Honor who you are, not just in relationship to the most recent generation, but all the way 

back to your heavenly Father.  Remember who you are, where you came from, and live that 

truth with honor. 

6. We are not to take innocent life.  Our job is to protect, nourish, and cherish all life from 

beginning to end.  Anything beyond that is for God. 

7. We are not to commit adultery.  We are to honor vows we make for all things.  We are to 

live into our covenant with God and hold dear our relationships with each other. 

8. Don’t steal.  We are not to demean our relationship with others by basing them on the 

accumulation of material things and worldly wealth. 

9. And don’t lie.  Don’t even tell half-truths.  Don’t intentionally mislead.  Don’t break trust.  

Live with integrity and simply let your yes be yes and your no be no.   

10. Finally, we are not to let our neighbor’s things that we wish we had come between them 

and us.   

These final six were summarized by Jesus as, “Love your neighbor, as yourself.”  Or Love your 

neighbor with the same love that exists between you and God.  Love your neighbor as God loves you.  

Love your neighbor as God loves them. 

The message of the cross and the message of the tablets.  They both confuse, challenge, and 

call to a world lost in its foolishness where pumpkins would live in trees and acorns under our feet.   

Let our lives embrace, rely on, be transformed by, and show forth God’s wisdom, not ours. 

Amen 


