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John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 

were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now 

John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 

wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 

just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 

like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 

well pleased.” 

How many here remember a movement that took hold in the early 1990s, a movement that 

was connected to a bracelet that many wore that had on it four distinctive letters that asked a 

question that suggested a path for life?  Do you remember it?  Do you know what I am talking 

about?  Four letters, WWJD, that had been shortened from the question, “What would Jesus do?”  

Do you remember it? 

The movement started, and the bracelets originated, out of a church youth group at a church 

in Holland, Michigan.  It began as a simple program at Calvary Reformed Church to help the 

teenagers there easily remember a phrase, through a set of letters, that they could and should use 

to guide their lives.  And from Holland, Michigan it became a grassroots movement that swept 

across the world.  Over the following years, it grew from bracelets to t-shirts and caps, to bumper 

stickers and license plates, and to abundant books, and bible studies, and into movie theaters. 

And the interesting thing was that few people knew at the time that the phrase, “What 

would Jesus do?” did not originate in Michigan.  Maybe the leadership in that church knew that 

they had tapped into something that had come to life centuries before.  Or maybe they had no idea 

of its longevity and God just decided to use them and their faithfulness to enliven a past message 

that needed to be heard again.  For me, I guess I like the second possibility better. 

The first written evidence of the origin of the WWJD sentiment can be found as far back 

as the early 1400s.  The truth is, of course, the question has been asked from the very beginning, 

but it first took written form in a book entitled Imitatio Christi, The Imitation of Christ by Thomas 

a Kempis.  Although he did not use the exact phrase, he did write powerfully about the idea, itself. 
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The earliest known appearance of the term, of the phrase as we know it today, was in a 

1891 sermon by Charles Spurgeon in which he credited Thomas a Kempis and his book.  And five 

years later, in 1896, “What would Jesus do?” became the sub-title of a book by Charles Sheldon 

entitled In His Steps which is credited with launching the Social Gospel movement within the 

church.  What would Jesus do?  It is an critical question, that we all need to grapple with. 

I’m not sure whether I still have my cap from 25 years ago somewhere, but I think that my 

Colorado WWJD custom license plate, that often brought honks and thumbs-up as I drove up and 

down the front range, is in a box in my garage.  What would Jesus do?  Whether you embrace the 

message as having deep spiritual meaning or pan it as bumper-sticker theology, it is a question that 

should drive us to Scripture in order to find the answers and the implications that those answers 

carry for our existence today. 

This has been a tough week.  I first addressed the events of Wednesday in my Epiphany 

message on Wednesday evening.  You can find it on St. Peter’s YouTube channel.  I think that it 

is worth a listen.   

It’s been a touch week for all of us.  Just watching the events of those long hours on 

Wednesday was hard enough, but then the phone calls, and the tears, and the fear.  Our fallen 

nature and human dysfunction, front and center, on full display.  So much anger, and hatred, and 

stupidity.  Self-righteousness, and division, and attack from so many sides, each having their 

justifications for their own version of un-love and anti-reconciliation, so much so that it 

overwhelms the soul.  At least it does for me. 

And in the midst of those phone calls, and those conversations, and the subsequent prayers, 

one thing kept coming to my mind…WWJD.  What would Jesus do?  How would Jesus act within 

our world today, within our country today, within our hearts today?  And the answer to that 

desperate questions can be found in the answer to another more discoverable question…What did 

Jesus do?  What did Jesus show us?  What did Jesus teach us?   

At the beginning of his earthly ministry, before he engaged the hard work ahead, before he 

went on to engage the struggle, and the heartache, and the illness, Jesus went to the Jordan.  

Although he had no sin to repent of, no divine relationship to repair, no neighbor relationship to 

mend, Jesus went to the Jordan.  He went there, not for his sake, but as an example for ours, with 

an unsaid promise that he would go there each and every time with every one of us when we 

decided to finally embrace our true selves.   

In the Jordan that day, there was something that we needed to see.  There was a message 

that we needed to hear and a path for our lives that we needed to understand.  Jesus went to the 

Jordan in an act of obedience and within an attitude of humility in order to show us God’s desire 

from us, God’s intention for us, and our gateway to God’s mission in the world.  Go to the Jordan, 

start with God, and embrace your identity and the path, and life, to which God is calling you.  That 

is what Jesus showed us.  And in that faithful, faith-filled, act God called out from heaven that he 
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was well pleased in who his Son had become.  And in our baptisms God invites us to become 

something also.  To become a Christ-like expression of love.  To become a Christ-like bringer of 

peace and joy.  To become Christ-like examples for a terribly troubled world.   

At our Diocesan Council meeting yesterday, we had a brief reflection, a short engagement, 

of our Gospel passage for this morning.  In doing so we read today’s Gospel passage from two 

difference translations.  The second was from the NRSV which we heard here in this service this 

morning.  The first was from The Message.  In The Message version John the Baptist described 

what was happening in the Jordan that day like this: “I am baptizing you here in the river, turning 

your old life in for a Kingdom life.  Jesus’ baptism, a holy baptism by the Holy Spirit, will change 

your life more deeply, more completely, from the inside out.” 

Come to the Jordan.  Trade in your old life, maybe your current life, for a Kingdom life.  

That is what Jesus showed us.  Come back to your baptism, embrace it anew, because true 

authentic, loving, peace bringing, followers of Christ are what the world needs today more than 

ever.  Live your baptismal covenant more intentionally today, because through it, God uses us to 

bring love, to bring life, to bring wholeness to the world.  God uses us to bring Christ to the world.  

God calls each of us to be that person upon whom God proclaims his pleasure when you, when we 

all, embraced God’s kingdom mission for our lives. 

Were you troubled on Wednesday when chaos ruled, when community suffered, when 

humanity’s fallen condition rose to the surface?  Was your initial reaction a desire to take to social 

media, and use the anonymous weapon of Facebook, and Twitter, and the rest in order to spew out 

your frustration and anger, or to go there and steep yourself in the anger of others?   

If that was your first inclination, come to the Jordan.  Embrace your baptismal identity.  

Love!  Build community!  Show Christ! 

Can you imagine what the world would be like if the 2.5 billion followers of Christ were 

to simply show Christ to the world?  Like what happened at our capitol building here in Helena on 

Wednesday when the Cathedral’s Wonderful Walks group went there without weapons, or signs, 

or malice and walked and prayed and brought God to bear, through a loving community of the 

faithful, as human beings inside met to struggle for solutions together.  Can you imagine 2.5 billion 

baptized and transformed hearts, re-launching God’s mission of love, as God intends it to be lived? 

Come to the Jordan.  Re-embrace your baptism.  Be the Holy Body of Christ in order to 

bring love and healing to our broken world.  Come to the Jordan and embrace your true self before 

going forth to engage the brokenness of the world.  That is what Jesus did!  

At this time, instead of the Nicene Creed, I would like to invite us to turn to page 304 in 

our Book of Common Prayer, if you have one available, or deep within your heart as you hear the 

words of commitment through your neighbor, and together renew our baptismal Covenant and re-

embrace our identity, and God mission to bring wholeness and healing to the world. 
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… 

Amen 


