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ST. PETER’S CATHEDRAL
HELENA, MONTANA

 
THE RT. REV. MARTY STEBBINS, BISHOP
THE VERY REV. KENDRA WILDE, DEAN           

WELCOME, ALL

We’re grateful you’re here. Whether you’ve been worshiping at St. Peter’s for years or it’s your first time, we hope you find spiritual richness in this holy space. Whoever you are, wherever you hurt, whatever joys and concerns you bring today, you are welcome at Christ’s table and at St. Peter’s Cathedral. 

If you have a prayer request, or would like a visit from clergy, please complete a “Welcome” card in the pew rack and drop it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher as you leave.

Please join us downstairs after worship for Flipper Sunday—pancakes and all the trimmings. Come and share conversation with friends old and new.


The People’s responses 
are printed in boldface.

         Please silence 
         electronic devices.

We draw our liturgy from a variety of approved resources. Please see endnotes for sources and permissions.

	
THE HOLY EUCHARIST
THE FIRST SUNDAY 
AFTER THE EPIPHANY: 
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
JAN 11, 2026 
9:00AM AND LIVESTREAMED 
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Today’s Ministers: 
Presider and Preacher: The Very Rev. Kendra Wilde
Acolyte:	Liam Fox
Lectors: 	Matthew Jaynes and Darien Scott
Eucharistic Minister: Ruth Ann Schuler
Eucharistic Visitors: Chris Boyce 
                                   Dan Carlson-Thompson
 Robin Eriksen
   			 Barb and Manny Hoag
 Ushers: 	Donna Lloyd and Sam Gilbert
 Organ: 	John Goodwin



THE PRELUDE, Adagio in D Flat Major                                                  Franz Liszt (1811-1886)

OPENING HYMN, Hymn 448	 	   O Love how deep 		   Tune: Deus tuorum militum

THE WORD OF GOD

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION

Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.

HYMN OF PRAISE, Glory to God

[image: ]
[image: A sheet of music with black text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]



[image: A sheet music with music notes

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]










THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us pray.

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The People sit

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING						            Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.

See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
THE RESPONSE: Psalm 29 (Leader and people alternate by whole verse)

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
     ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
     worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
     the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *
     the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
     the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
     and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *
     the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *
     and strips the forests bare.

And in the temple of the LORD *
     all are crying, “Glory!”

The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
     the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.

The LORD shall give strength to his people; *
     the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

THE NEW TESTAMENT READING				    	                  Acts 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please stand, as able

HYMN AT THE SEQUENCE                  In Christ there is no East or West                Tune: McKee
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 			 In        Christ  there     is        no          East      or     West,    in
                                 Join      hands,   dis   -   ci   -    ples          of       the    faith,    what-
                                 In         Christ   now   meet     both       East     and    West,    in

[image: ]
     		       him         no           South         or            North,                   but
                            e’er        your           race         may           be!                      Who 
                               him       meet          South        and           North,                    all
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	 one     great      fel    -   low    -     ship       of        love       through-
                           serves    my        Fa    -   ther          as         his        child       is 	 
                            Christ  -  ly        souls      are           one       in         him,      through-
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                           out                  the      whole        wide            earth. 
                           sure        -        ly         kin             to               me. 
                           out                  the      whole        wide            earth. 


THE GOSPEL PROCLAMATION                                                                                   Matthew 3:13-19

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”
 
     The Gospel of the Lord. 
[bookmark: _Hlk207110428]     Praise to you, Lord Christ.
 
The People sit
 
SERMON								       The Very Rev. Kendra Wilde
 
Please stand, as able
 
RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
 
The Presider begins and the People respond	
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended to the dead. 
          On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
     I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
          the holy catholic Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
          the forgiveness of sins, 
          the resurrection of the body, 
          and the life everlasting. 
 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and
in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to
the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
Presider 
 
May Almighty God, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, and called us to ministry in Jesus Christ, keep us in eternal life by his grace; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
 
Intercessor	In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence
 
Gracious God, embolden the life of all of the baptized that we may endeavor to keep our baptismal promises. Bless Godparents and baptismal sponsors and all who form us in the faith.
We pray as one.
 
Restoring God, sustain the waters of this place: for Holter Lake, Lake Helena, Canyon Ferry Lake, Spring Meadow Lake, Tenmile Creek, the Missouri River, and the Blackfoot River. You bless us with this water to bathe in, to drink, to play in, inspire wonder, and nourish life.
We pray in gratitude.
 
Righteous God, the baptism of Jesus reminds us he came to fulfill the age-old promise to bring justice and peace to the nations (Isa 42:1). Reconcile warring enemies and end cycles of violent retribution, especially we pray for those involved in the Arab-Israeli conflict; Russia and Ukraine; Sudan; the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Somalia, and Venezuela.
We pray in hope.
 
Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Be near to the dying, and comfort all who are grieving or ill (especially those we name aloud or in our hearts).
We pray in trust.
 
Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may serve Christ by loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies.
We pray in eagerness.
 
Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for those who have gone before us and have completed their baptismal journey.
We pray in love.
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
 
The People may add their own thanksgivings
 
We exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
 
The Presider offers a concluding Collect

God of freedom, your beloved meets us where we are, immersed in the flow of life: by his humility and solidarity raise us from fear and guilt; may the arc of the Spirit’s flight make us a people of peace; through Jesus Christ, the Son of Righteousness. Amen.

The People stand, as able

THE PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

The Ministers and People may show one another a sign of Christ’s peace

The Holy Communion

The Offertory sentence

OFFERTORY HYMN, Hymn 135          Songs of thankfulness and praise            Tune: Salzburg      

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of mercy, because of the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:
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The Presider continues 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 

The People may stand, kneel, or sit, as able.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with Peter and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Silence

Alleluia. We who are many are one body;
Because we share one bread and one cup. Alleluia.

The invitation to communion

The people may sit before and after receiving communion

Christ welcomes all to communion. ■ Receive the bread in open and outstretched hands and sip the wine, helping the minister guide the chalice to your lips. ■ If you do not want to sip the wine, it is also perfectly appropriate to receive the bread only. ■ You may respond to communion by saying “Amen.” ■ If you prefer a blessing, cross your hands over your chest. ■ Tell the minister if you require gluten-free elements or alcohol-free wine. ■ 
In the Episcopal Church Baptism generally precedes communion and is offered several times a year; 
please speak to a member of the clergy to learn more. ■

ORGAN INTERLUDE

COMMUNION HYMNS

	                                           Remaining seated, all may sing

Hymn 512                                 Come, Gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove                        Tune: Mendon
Hymn 121                                Christ, when for us you were baptized                       Tune: Caithness 

On behalf of those participating remotely, the Presider offers a prayer for Spiritual Communion.

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray. 

The people may stand or kneel.

Faithful God, in baptism 
you have adopted us as your children,
made us members of the body of Christ
and chosen us as inheritors of your kingdom.
We thank you that in this Eucharist
you renew your promises within us.
Empower us by your Spirit to witness and to serve,
and send us out as disciples of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING FORTH OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 

In the name of Christ and this congregation, we send forth Barb, Chris, Dan, Manny, and Robin bearing these holy gifts, that Charlotte Eskildsen and Peggy Kude may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
We who are many are one body, for we all share one bread, one cup.

The People may sit

THE CHILDREN’S MOMENT					           The Very Rev. Kendra Wilde

	THE PRAYER FOR BIRTHDAYS                                                                                                                     
	THE PRAYER FOR ANNIVERSARIES             

	Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

	We thank you, O God, for consecrating the marriage of N. and N. in Christ’s Name and presence. Lead them in companionship with each other and with you. Give them grace to live together in love and fidelity. Strengthen them all their days, and bring them to that holy table where, with those we love, we will feast for ever in our heavenly home; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                 Tune: Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The People may sit for announcements

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The People stand to receive the blessing

THE BLESSING   

SENDING HYMN, Hymn 516	           Come down, O Love divine              Tune: Down Ampney

THE DISMISSAL
										 
POSTLUDE, Magnificat                                                    Jean Francois Dandrieu (1682-1738)
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Sources and permissions. Copyrighted Materials: All rights reserved. Unless otherwise noted, music is reproduced and/or broadcast under OneLicense.net A-727892. Some hymn permissions are by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for authorized Episcopal hymns. All hymns and service music settings are from Hymnal 1982, © Church Hymnal Corp., 1985 unless otherwise noted. ♱ Opening Hymn: O love, how deep. Words: Latin, 15th cent.; tr. Benjamin Webb (1819-1885), alt. Music: Deus tuorum militum, from Antiphoner, 1753; adapt. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt. ♱ Hymn of Praise: Glory to God. Setting: Robert Powell (1932-2025). ♱ Sequence Hymn: In Christ there is no East or West. Words: John Oxenham (1852-1941). Music: McKee, Afro-American spiritual: adapt. and harm. Harry T. Burleigh (1866-1949). ♱ Offertory Hymn: Songs of thankfulness and praise. Words: Sts. 1-3, Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885); st. 4, F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984). Music: Salzburg, melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1702); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1665-1750). Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy Lord) Setting: Robert Powell (1932-2025). ♱ Communion hymns: Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove. Words: Simon Browne (1680-1732), alt. Music: Mendon, melody from Methodist Harmonist, 1821; adapt. and harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872), and Christ, when for us you were baptized. Words: F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984), rev. Music: Caithness, melody from The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906. ♱ Sending Hymn: Come down, O Love divine. Words: Bianco da Siena (d. 1434?); tr. Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890), alt. Music: Down Ampney, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). ♱ Spoken liturgical texts and the Psalm, except as otherwise noted, are from The Book of Common Prayer, which includes The Book of Common Prayer (© Church Pension Fund 1979), Enriching Our Worship Vol 1, (Church Publishing, Inc., 1998.) and Vol. 2 (Church Publishing, Inc., 2000) ♱ The Prayers of the People are crafted for this occasion; and the Concluding Collect is from Prayers for an Inclusive Church, Steven Shakespeare, Church Publishing, 2009. ♱ The Post Communion Prayer is from The Church of England, © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 and published by Church House Publishing. Anniversary blessing, Book of Occasional Services, Church Publishing, 2022. ♱ Old Testament, New Testament and Gospel Lessons: From The New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.



Next Sunday’s Ministers: 
Presider and Preacher: The Very Rev. Kendra Wilde
Acolyte:	TBA
Lectors: 	Jean O’Connor
	           Maggie Stockwell
Eucharistic Minister: TBA
Eucharistic Visitors: Chris Boyce
   Jennie Ekwortzel
Ushers: 	Chris Stockwell 
               	Maggie Stockwell

	Please note: Photography and video recording may be in process while you are at the Cathedral. Entry into the facility signifies your release and consent to the possibility that your image may be used by the Cathedral for promotional purposes.
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