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John 1:43-51 

Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was 

from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 

found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 

Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to 

him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is 

truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know 

me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael 

replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you 

believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 

these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of 

God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 

Have you listened to a sermon by Michael Curry lately?  It really doesn’t matter which 

one, I suppose. 

I attended a quiet day for clergy this past Thursday on the program out of the national 

church called The Way of Love, Practices for a Jesus Centered Life.  Thanks to Robin Biffle and 

Steve Brehe, who led the day.  They did a great job.   

As part of my preparation for the day, we were asked to listen to a particular sermon 

given at our general convention in Austin two years ago.  In the sermon, Bishop Curry 

introduced the Way of Love to the Episcopal Church.  

Have you listened to Michael Curry preach lately?  Good God!  If you haven’t heard him, 

or haven’t heard him later, especially when he gets fired up, you have to go and listen, or listen 

again.  What makes him such a blessing is not just that he preaches deep and uplifting messages, 

which he does.  It is not that he just preaches God’s word faithfully, which he does.  It is not 

even that his messages always contain the call to love God and love others, which they do.  For 

me, what makes Michael Curry’s sermons so powerful is that he does them with such joy of 

Spirit.  His sermons make me want to skip out of church and into the world with a smile on my 

face in the knowledge that what I have, is for everyone. 
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He preaches with an overwhelming joy and a heart for the resurrection that grabs you and 

bids to you and to everyone to come and see.  Come and see what he has come and seen and 

embraced for his life.  It is just the same way I preach each and every Sunday…well, at least 

down here.  I’m kinda like that duck who is floating calming on the water, but internally below 

the surface the joy of knowing Jesus is jumping like crazy.  I may not be gifted with that outward 

expression that Michael has been gifted with, but whenever I stand in the pulpit, or at the altar, 

although I have a different outward countenance, my heart is screaming and leaping and full of 

joy because of what I have come and seen.  And that is for all of us, introvert and extrovert alike.  

There are many ways to skip within the world when the Joy of Christ lives within.  We just need 

to find ours and let God translate our language of joy to others. 

Over the past couple of weeks, we have been put on a journey.  First on the Feast Day of 

the Epiphany, we saw the world coming to Jesus.  Those wise men observed something in the 

heavens that invited them to a place within the world and they followed it.  Over months, maybe 

longer, they travelled to a faraway place.  They left their life, as they knew it, and went to find 

the new king of a Kingdom that they had probably only read about but knew was beckoning 

them.  We don’t have any of their direct words, but can’t you imagine and feel how they, how 

the world, experienced the invitation to come to Jesus, to come to a new way, really an old way 

that was being re-born into the world.  

That is how the Season of Epiphany started.  An invitation in the stars that was extended 

to the entire world, to all nations and peoples to come to Jesus and those wise men representing 

everyone, men and women, young and old, all races and creeds, those wise men showed us how.   

Then last week we heard about Jesus’s baptism and how that act invited us to come to the 

Jordan, to the Jordan of our own baptisms, so that we might become renewed, and transformed, 

and equipped.  And through that example, the faithful have been coming to Jesus ever since.  

Coming to the Jordan has become our official starting point for life and mission. 

And then today we are getting the next invitation.  It is the invitation that has been 

planted within each of us ready to be, intended to be, offered.  It is like having business cards in 

our purses or wallets.  I suppose we can take them out every now and again to remind us who we 

are, but that is not their purpose.  If you don’t have to re-supply your stash of those cards often, 

then you’re not doing something right. 

In today’s passage Phillip goes to cynical Nathanial and gives him his card, not as a sales 

ploy or technique, but as an invitation.  He invites him to come and see what he has gone and 

seen.  I like to think that Phillip had put on his Michael Curry outward appearance and let his joy 

overflow into Nathaniel’s life with those simple words “come and see”.  Come and throw 

yourself into the arms of the Messiah and experience life, experience the world, experience your 

neighbor in a new and profound way.   
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And cynical, skeptical Nathaniel went.  And in the end left that encounter, that 

experience, with the joyful, joy-filled, proclamation that Jesus was indeed the Son of God and 

the King of Israel.  And that was just the start.  That’s what Jesus told him.  Jesus told Nathaniel 

that he would see even greater things.  We see Nathaniel only one other time in Scripture.  He 

was fishing with Peter when the resurrected Jesus came and joined them for lunch on the shore 

of the Sea of Galilee.   

And as nice as that was, as amazing as that had to be, I don’t think that the greater things 

Jesus spoke about was limited to that one occurance.  I think that Jesus was telling Nathaniel to 

come and see the world transformed.  Come and see what he had come for.  “You came and 

saw,” he told him, “now go and see the possibilities for the world through me.” 

In his sermon at the General Convention, Michael Curry spoke about Birmingham, 

Alabama, a place where his family has roots.  It is a place that he knew and knows well, and he 

spoke about it as an example of the power of love.   

He described Birmingham as the most racially divided place in our nation.  He said that 

Birmingham was as segregated as segregated could be.  And he told about how, in 1963, Martin 

Luther King, who we celebrate tomorrow, went to Birmingham to make a stand.  He spoke about 

the horrors of that time.  The fire hoses, and the dogs, and the nightsticks.  The crushed spirits, 

the battered bodies, the lives given. 

And then he continued.  He said that the Birmingham of today is not like the one of 1963.  

And he shared why.  He said that Birmingham and so many other places, even though I 

recognize that there is still work to be done, those places are not what they were because the 

simple and powerful fact that some people chose to love, and how that sacrificial, selfless love 

changed things.  Martin Luther King went there to let love and peace do their work in a place 

where love and peace was not known, and love was not lived.   

    Where love does not reside, the old Birminghams thrive.  Where love does not live, 

division, anger, and dysfunction prosper.  Where love is not lived, everything comes to ruin. 

Thinking back on that time, Bishop Curry remembered that Dr, King asked everyone to 

remember the way of love within his movement and embrace of a set of practices.  King said, 

Remember… 

1. …A non-violent movement seeks justice…AND RECONCILIATION…and never 

just victory. 

2.  …to always walk and talk in a manner of love, for God is love, and, I would add, and 

we are representing God in this world. 

3. …to pray daily.  Pray daily to be used by God for the sake of love. 

4. …to sacrifice personal wishes, and I would add personal baggage, so that all might 

live free. 

5. …to observe with friend and foe alike the normal, ordinary rules of courtesy. 
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6. …to perform service for others and for the world. 

7. …to refrain from violence of the fist…and violence of the spirit. 

8. …to strive to always be of good bodily and spiritual health. 

And finally, Michael in that sermon recalled Martin Luther Kings marching orders.  King 

told everyone, that before you march, before you protest, and if he lived today, I’m sure that he 

would add before you go to social media, before you share that angry and divisive email, before 

you immerse yourself in the battleground of Twitter and Facebook and the rest…before all of 

that, before any of that, meditate on the life and teachings of Jesus. 

 Come to meet Jesus, no matter how far that journey requires.  Follow Jesus’s example 

and go to the Jordan and humbly embrace your true self.  Invite to world to come and see what 

that means, what Jesus means for the world in which we live today.  And finally live as Christ in 

and for the world. 

 In wisdom come to Jesus.  In humility embrace your true self in baptism.  Invite others 

into that good news.  And then live that life together, and be that joy, peace, and reconciliation 

for all to see.  It is not always easy, but it is the only way, because where love lives, life blooms 

for all. 

Amen 

 


